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My Lord, © 


Had not the leaſt thou 5 eit 

: T penned or 
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* TheEpiſtle Dedicatory, == 


If they ſo do, they are bound very much 
t0 your Lordſhip for it : by whoſe Favour 1 
was promoted to this Place : where your 
Kindneſs hath not grown leſs to Me, 
but ſo much” increafed , That Icannor but 
take this Opportunity to aſſure your Lord- 
gh ih it pal | never be forgotten by, © 


F 
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* + --- 
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0 My Lord, 
= | -. Feb. 7th 1685, _ | : 


| | | | 
=. Your moſt Humble and , 
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Palm LXXV. r. 


Unto thee, O God, do we proe thanks, wnto thee 
do we give thanks : For that thy Name 4s 
near, thy wondrous works declare. 


S 1t1s impoſſible to look upon the Curious 
Frame of the World, and confider the Ad- . 
mirable Contrivance and Harmony in 
every part; but we ſhall be inclined to 
Refleft upon a Supream and Almighty Wiſdome 
which was the Author of it : So we cannot take no- 
tice of the ſeveral Wonderful Events that fall out in 
the World, beyond all Humane Expectation; the 
ſtrange Cmg_ for inſtance) and unlookt for Revo- 
lations that there are in on own Afﬀairs ; but it will 
diſpoſe us to confeſs the Providence of God, who 
with a Carcful Eye doth ſuperintend and fee to rhe 
Government of cycry thing that he hath made. 
'  FheiFirft of theſe; is the FoundatiShof that Admi- 
ration; Revercnce, and Awfal Regard which we pay to 
'the Divihe Majeſty : As the latter is, of that Devorion 
:of, Mind, which we cxprefs m Humble and Hearty 
Piayers. and Thankſgivings to him. For wete we never 
- :ſofure; chat there-1s a God-who Creaced all things by 
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his Power, yetwe ſhould not "think of addreſſing our 
Acknowledgments ; did wenot alſo believe, that his 


unto us the Children of Men.: :- ©:- 

'Thar's the ground of this Hymn, ach the Divine 
Writer Compefed, in conſideration of - foe. Re- 
markable. Paſſage of. that Providence. --- = \ 


wonderful (Iam ſure as unexpected): a turn in che 


which, if we do not ſee a Finger of God. 1t 15: becauſe 
we are Blind, or, which is worſe, ſhut our Eyesag airit 
the moſt evident Tokens of a Divine Hand. -- Wh 
hath given us'Reaſon, to.cxpreſs our, Joyfyl.. 


Name is near, thy wondrous Works declaze. : i; * :« 
What the Occaſion of this Hymn was; will be Drerh 


which, 1 cannot but take notice, that the Plalmiſts: io 
full of Adimiration, Love and Joy, when he:eonti 
what God had gene for them; thac he was Tranſppy 
thereby, out of t  Mcthod of common Writers: Whe 


Fact, co ſet down the conſequengs of -thena,'s 


Heart was preſſed: wich ſuch a mighty Senſe of bs 


Supplications to. him, and offering-him our Thankful 


Care extends it ſelf even as far as this Earth, and reaches 


And that's the Occaſion which hath brought usSROW 
rogether; to acknowledge with Thankful Praiſes, as 


Afairs of rhis corner of the World, as ever was.'. In. 


ments, in ſuch Wordsas theſe ; Vnto hee; © God, dv © 
we give thanks, unto. thee do we give thanks : For: that thy ; 


in the Progreſs of my Diſcourſe..; In-.the entrange of 


are Wont to proceed from the. Relation of Matrers/of be 
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(87, - | 
| Goodneſs, thathe burſts out at the very firſt word, in- 
. to asPathericka Strain of Thankſgiving ro him, ascan 
| be cariceived x before he Relates' what he thanks him 
4 for. His Aﬀection was ſutcable ro'the Benefirs they had 
']. = received; both were extraordinary,which Tranſported 
him to the greateſt heigth of Devotion. And that doth 
not fo much follow Arc, as Nature; which can attend to 
nothing elſe, when iris poſſeſſed wich Delightful Paſſions. 
_-According to which Method of the Plalmiſt ; 1 ſhall 
{| inche:Firft Place, Treata while of the Duty of '[hanks- 
Pp giving: . And then,” © | | 
1. .---Secondly, Proceed to ſhow that the Works of God's 
Providence .1n the World, ought to cxcitc us thereunto. 
And Thirdly, that the more wonderfal thoſe Works 
are, the: greater, in all Reaſon, ought our Thankful- 
neſs for them to be. . | 
And Laftly, (if Thave time for it) that we have this 
Reaſon for it among others; that when God doth any 
| - wondrous. Works they are ancarneſt of ſome: greater 
- 1 Bleflings: he further intends to beſtow ;, if we do not 
þ unthaakfully. deprive our ſelves of them, for his 
wondrous Works declare, that his Name is near. 
| Ibegin with the Duty of 7 hanksgiving. About which - 
you:muſt not expect an-exact Diſcourſe; becauſe 1t 
1s nothere to-be.conſidered in it (elf ſo; mach, as in 
. © arder ro ſomethingelſe. [It will be ſufficiencto g1icher 
LXN? rogether ſuch paſſages in this Book'of -Plalms; ”as will, 
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& (4) | 
thankful Mind; and ſhew,wicthal,from whence it ariſes. _ 
I. And it _ in a diligent obſervation of the Bene- 
fits which are done untous : Of which, 1f werake not 
a ſpecial notice, they will be like the things that paſs 
by a Blind Man's Eyes, of which he neyer ſpcaks,, and 

with which he 1s not at all affected. 

Therefore afcer the Palmiſt had fo often Repeated 
this as the Burden of his Song, 0 that Men world praiſe 
the Lord for his Goodneſs, and for his wonderful Works to the 
Children of Men, (Pſal. CVIL. 8, 15, 21, 31.) he con- 
cludes all with theſe Remarkable Words, which thew 
us the Fountain from whence theſe Deyour Acknow- 
ledgements ſpring, Whoſo is wiſe, and will obferve theſe 
things, even theyjhall underſtand the loving kindneſs of 
the Lord, None but wife obfervers can have =} Senſe 
of God's Goodneſs, in the greateſt Benefits which he 
bceſtows upon them: Eſpecially nn ſuch Providences as 
| were brought about by along Chain of Events; one 
of which drew on another in a ſtlent manner. 

If a Man's Eyes be cloſed, or if they roll about in 


_ - unſteady andgiddy motions, he 'cannot'take notice 


of ſuch Objects. as preſent themſelves unto him; nor 
receive their Salutations, with any Senſe or Acknow- 
kdgment, Andir's the Tame caſe, if a Manbe lull'd 
Aflcep in the Lap of fenfual Pleafare, 'or be grab- 
bing like a Mole 1n the Earth : 1f he.amend, 1 mean; 
- only ro his. own: Private Gain and: Advantage; if he 
hath a thouſand Projedts in his Head for hinaſelf, which 

 bufeall bis Thoughts, or be of a murmuring dif- 
IOWTS of <> | = af contented. 


" -.. "LIC 
contentzd Humonr, at every little croſs vecurence + 
This alone will turn his Thoughts from the Infinite 
Goodneſs of God, in the moſt Signal BldFings which 
he beſtows upon the Nation wherein he lives. By 
which Means God will loſe all the Praiſe of his Mercies, 
becauſe they willnot be at all obferycd or regarded by 
fach emgraccful Souls Whomuſthrftbedifpokd to - 
be Serious, Sober-Minded, and Atterrive to what is 
done inthe World, and is of univerfal Concernment 
ro1r; before they can be made ſenſible of rhe lowing 
kinthneſs of the Lord. | PLS TIED THAO | 
VN. Which, when we obſerve, we matt —_— 
remember and lay up mn our Minds: Or «le theſe - 
mo Miſchiefs will enfuc. Firft, thatwe ſhall hiveonly 
2 Flaſh of Devotion kindled in us, , for a few moments. 
And Secondly, we ſhall thank the Divime Goodneſs . 
only for preſent Mercies;burt not for thok thar arc paſt, 
- - We muſtimitate the Pſa}miſt therefore, jn that Ad: 
_ mirablke Hymn, Z/al.CIH. 1,'2. faymg,” Bleſs rhe Lortf. 
0 my Soul, and all that is within me bleſs his holy Name: 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all his benefits. 
Of 'which there is no more remembrance m fome Mens 
Minds, than there are footſteps of a Bird-newly flown . 
by, #fc in the Air. One may as well go- to ſearch : 
out cheParhot aFth in the water,as ask chem whichway 
God hath gone to dothem good, So thin, fofland, and 
mconſiftentarctheirMmds, ctarthey retam noimpref  : 
Gons that arc made tpon theth;” Amoſt fearful Exam- + 
ple of which we have 2n che Fraelites, who tov foor for- - * 
Oe. | | oy gk. -.- 
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; (6) 
got the Works of God, and remembred not the multitude of 
' his Mercies, that they provoked him at the Sea, even at the 
Red Sea: Ar that very place, where they had been new- 
ly ſaved by a moſt miraculou sProvidence, P{ CVI. 
'] beſeech God, we may never be guilty of the like 
Horrid Ingratitude : Unto which there ſeemsto be too 
great an Inclination in ſome among us; who a few 
Weeks ago.long'dand {igh'd forDeliverance from thoſe 
Dangers, which were ready to ſwallow us up; And were 
no ſooner delivered, bur, as if nothing had been done 
for them,they fell a murmuring againit cheir Deliverer; 
the-great Inſtrument, I mcan of their Preſervation : Be- 
cauſe every thing was not managed according to the 
model of ther deſires... '- © 1 
' Thisisan Humour we mult indeavour to cure, ifany 
of us have been infetcd with it: Becauſe it makes us ' 
ſoon forget the Works of God ; and that will make us 
unthankful.. For a thankful Temper of Spirit muſt be 
made and: maintain'd by confidering, and often re- 
volving thoſe Obſervations of.che Divine Providence, 
which we have repoſiced in our mind. We muſt fre- 
quently turnover, as I may fay, the Leaves of che Book 
of Remembrance, which we have written in our Hearts, 
| of the ſeveral Notes we have taken of the loving Kind- 
| 4 hq KC . 

Which is ſo much. of thc Efſence of Thankfulneſs, 
that when we would-exprebs the.contrary , Ingr mh 
welay Mcn are unmindful of their Obligations, 
= a if Now 
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| (7) 
Now.that which wall -. * JR the Benefits we: 
have received upon our Minds, is the. obſervation- of 
thoſeCircumſtances wherewith they.,wereCloathed,and 
came attended tous. As the manner how they werecon- 
veyed; and that they were unlikely ro be effected by 
ſuch means ; that a Deliverance was unexpected and 
- unlook'd for; and yetthe arrival of it moſt ſeaſonable 
to fave us from Ruine ; and that there was nothing in us 
ro invite It ; but we rather deſerved to. bz made more 
miſerable : and yer God took compaſſion upon us, and 
made thoſe very things contribute to our Salvation, 
which were deſign'd for our Ruine. OTE 
Theſe and ſuch like other Circumſtances (which are 
very applicable to our -preſent Caſe) will make God's 
goodneſs admirable inour Eyes: And that which ſtrikes 
us with.admuration will be longeſt-remembred.. . . .. 
© "HI When we would give ”. 25-3 thanks co God for 
his Mercies,we muſt ſet our felyes to conſider and pon- 
der the worth and value, as well as count the mulcicude: 
of them. We muſt weigh as well as number them © . ; 
' * So thePſalmiſt teaches us, if wecompare the LVIL Pſ, 
72. with the CXXXIX. 17. In the former he tells us, his 
Heart was fixed, his Heart was fixed fo ſtedfaſtly. fc led, 
that is, that he would not let it flir from this WarkJan 
then he ſaug and gave praiſe. And inthe latter he adayres 
God's Mercies, rar as- they are, invaluable, 0 hap pre- 
tious are thy I hought $ Zowards me,0 God ;an [chen as.they 
are innumerable, how great 75 the Sum of theye. .,\ 11 11 
- . Thus if we apply ME Thas ts to the preſent Delis. 
£3 Verance,, 
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- E::.. 
.yerance, which God hath wronght for us; we ſhall find 
the Miſeries from which we arc preſerved fo innume= 

rable, and conſequently fuch a mulſticade of Mere 
- cics for which we are indebted ; and thoſe fo dear, 
ſo precious, all that we are worth, either as Men, or 
as Chriſtians, our Civil Rights, and Liberties, but e- 
ſpecially our Holy Religion ſecured to us; that it is ime 
poſſible not to have our Hearts affefted with God's 
goodneſs at preſent; and if we keep thoſe things in 
mind; not to grve thanks unto him as long as we live,and 
praiſe him while we have any being. That's the next. 
IV. We muſt by th:ſc Confideratiens affect our 
Hearts with God's Innumerable and Ineſtimable Mer- 
cies youchſafed to us: And make them ſenſible of the 
ligation which they lay upon us. So that we. may 
fay with David, PLLXIIL 3. &c. Becauſe thy /ouing hind- 
nefs is better than Life, my Lips ſhall praiſe thee. Thus will 
Fbleſs thee while Flive, my Soul ſhall be ſatisfied as with 
Marrow and Fatnefs ; and my Mouth ſhall prajſe thee with 
joyful bes He fpeaks, you fee, of God's Benefits with 
fuch a &nfible reliſh, as detmonftrated he more than 
taſted the Sweetneſfsof lis Loving Kindneſs, and valued 
. the Love that gave them more ava beſt and ol 
exeeflenroft thett. 45; ap oy” x EE OY 


We had need pradtce he foregoing Duticswefl of | 


ſerious fixing our Heart, and ſetting a juſt value and 
dre price upon God's Bleſſings ; for otherwiſe we ſhall 


not beſo affe&tedrawards him as we,ought ;,nox make. 


hinthoſeRerarns of Gratitude which he expects: For 
ſuch 
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fuch is the Imperfection of our Nature, we are leaſt apt: 
to mind and obſerve thoſe things which are neareſtto us, 
- andinour;quiet Poſſeſſion: Our Souls being herein like 
to our Eye which fees nothing.'that les upen it and 
touches it; bat diſcerns it clearly, 'when the Object is 

removed to fomediſtance fromiit. 
We mind not thoſe Bleſſings while weenjoy them, 
and hayethem in our hands ;\ which we hold to be yery 
pretious, when they are taken away and carried from 

our Embraces. _ | > 
Without ſcrious Conſideration and frequent Refle- 
&1ons, the more we have of the beſt things, thelcfs we 
ſhall be affected with them. The Plentifulneſs of cheChor 
ceſt Fare inthe World,makes it no Dainties with us; but 
breeds in us ſuch a fulneſs and faticty as makes-it- leſs 
eſteemed. And ſoit 1s with all che reſt of God's Bleflings, 
Thoſe which we' commonly and: conſtantly enjoy, 
though of never ſuch value, move us little; unleſs we 
duly. poiſe them 1n the Scales of ſerious Conſideration. 
Wines that great Blefting of Health; of ' which 'it 1s 
Pity: weſhould not know the: worth; without being Sick. 
And the Bleſling of Liberty-; . which I beſeech you ler us 
learn:to prize, without being made Slaves: - i 21 
V;;\When our. Hearts are thus affe&ted wtth God's 
Mercies, and the-Loye'ffrom whencethey flow;there Na- 
turally ariſes, 1n us-an Holy Joy in God, which is the moſt 
agreeable Paſlion of all.other,and diſpoſes us to ſay ; it is 
4 good. thing tagive thauks unto the{ord, and to ſing Praiſes 
ante thy Name,0 moft High.For this Joy j apt to burſt oue 
OO en oy - into 


(1a). 
uo Songs-of Praiſe ; and inditcd all the Thankful 
- Hymns we read in the Book of God. ob 
Such as that of the Children of Iſrael, when. the:Lor d 
curned their Captivity, by an amazing Deliverance out 
of Babylon: Then was their mouth filled with Laughter, and 
therr Tongue with Singing : Then ſaid they among the Hea- 
then the Lord hath done great things for themeT he Lord hath 
done great things for us, whereof we areglad.Pſ. CXX VI. 2,3. 
It is not ca{ic toenumerate all the like inſtances of Joy 
and Gladneſs for private as well as publickBleſfings, which 
produced Songs of Praiſe, as a part of their Thank(- 
givings. According to thac of the Pfalnuſt, ' Pf. LIX. 30. 
{will praiſe the Name of God with a Song, and will magnifie 

bim with [ hanksgiving, | 
VI. But chanktulnefs doth not conſiſt meerly in theſe 
Devout and Joyful Songs : But in paying our Vows we 
made to God ; either in the time of our Aﬀiction and 
Trouble, or upon the firſt approaches of a Merciful De- 
livrance. For theſe are zo Seafons which commonly en- 
gage Men jn Pious Vows to God ; whenthey arc oppref- 
{cd with Grict and Sorrow ; or when they are ſuddenly 
caſedand overtiowed withJoy- And the chſcharge of theſe 
Vows God hunſelf requires, as a Proof of our Sincere 


Thavpkfulaneſs co him for his Benchirs, : Pf, L. 14. Offer unto: 


God Thanksgining, and pay thy Vows unto the moſt High. 
Which the Plalmiſt pronufes in Pf, CX.VI. x 9,18: Init 
offer the Sacrifice of Thanksgiuing, and will call upon the- 
Name of the Lord. [pill pay my Vows unto the Lord, in 


ahe preſence of all bis People. And makes the. whole 
| | S | VVorld. 
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World ſpeak the fame Language in 5 LA. 1, 2. Prf 
waiteth for thee, O God, in S1on, and unto thee ſhall the 


Vow be performed. 0 thou that heareſt Prayer, unto thee 
{ball all fleſb come. Not meerly with Prayers, buc with 

Datiful Performance of their Yows. woe 
VII. And Good Men thought themſclves bound upon 
ſach Occafions,to renew their Pious Reſolutions, and tye 
themſelves faſter to God in holy purpoſes, to pleaſe him 
| inall things ; who was ſo gracious to them in ſuch fin- 
gular Benefits, as challenged their higheſt Praifes. Thus 
you find David refotving, never to forget to thank God 
for his Mercies to him. Pſ. XXX. 1 1, 12. Thou haſt turned 
for me my Mourning into Dancing ; thou haſt put off my 
Sackcloth, and girded me with Gladneſs, To the end that 
my Glory may ſing Praiſe to thee, and not be ſilent 0 Lord 
my God, T will give Thanks unto —_— ever, And'in 
the LXXI. Pf. 15, 16. he fays, My mouth ſhall ſhew 
forth thy Righteouſneſs and thy Satoation all the day; 
for I know not the numbers thereof. I will go in the ſtrength 
of the Lord God ; Imill make mention of thy Righteoufneſs, 
ever of thine only. Which ts a Refolutionto truſt in God 
for ever, of whoſe Goodneſs he had had ſuch large Ex- 
perience :- And never to depend upon any thing, but 
only his Power, Holineſs, and: Fanhfulnefs;' in' perfor- 
ming all his Promiſes. VVhich engaged hinrin a turcher 
Reſolution, to do the will of God 1n alt things, .and 
live ſuicable to his Obligations : Pf CXVT. 7, 8, 5. Re- 
turn unto thy reſt, 0 my Soul, for the Lord hath dealt boun- 
 tifully with thee. For thou haft deliver d my Soul from Death, 
2 . mine 


(12) 
mine Fyes from Tears, and my Feet from falling. F will 
walk-before the Lord in the Land of the Living. . 

| Theſeare three proper Reſolutions, to be made when 
our Hearts are dilated with Joy in God, - for the Benefits 
he hath beſtowed upon us, and we ſhould endeavour to- 
Seal ſuch Refolutions upon our Hearts, in thoſe Solemn 
Words of the Pfalmiſt (which follow that aftke&ionate 
Exclamation, What ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his 
Benefits towards me? v.12. And his Reſolution to pay 
his Vows in the Preſence of all God's People, v. 14.) 0 Lord, 
truly I am thy Servant, I am thy Servant, aud the Son 
of thy Handmaid, thou haſt Iooſed my Bonds, Pſ. CXVI.16. 
Where he not only Solemnly Devotes himſelf to. 
God's Scrvice ; bur binds himſclf ro be entirely Is; as 


much as a Servant was his Maſters, when he was: Born. 


n his Houſc of the Body of his Slave; or as a poor Cap- 
uyc was wholly his,who had redcemed. him from Thral- 
dome, or refcued him ourof the hand of an. Enemy in 
which he was like to Periſh, For that's the proper Notion 
of rhe word SERVUS aServant;one that isSaved and not 
Slain, when it was in the Power of a Conqueror to take 
away his Life. Such a one owing his very Being in this 
World, to him chat Saved him from Deſtruction;ſtands. 
bound'in all the Duty and Service that it is pofſible to be. 
performed by him, as long as he hath a day to. live. © . 


VIII. But our Thankfulnefs is not compleared, till we 
arrive by theſe Means at. ſuch an habicual Senſe of God's: - 


Goodneſs; as powerfully inclines us frequently to reflect 
upon 1t, and alwaics to be making gaod our Promiſes. 
and. Refolutions. of Obedience. Our 
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Our firſt Thanksgrvingsare ro conclude in a Thankful * 
Diſpoſition ; whichis the beſt Security for Future Per- 
formance. * Sl GIO YU 5 £01 
. Conſtant thanks will low from choſe, who are of a 
thankful Nature. Which will incline us to a comport- - 
ment agreeable to the liking of thoſe who have obliged 
us; that by aconſtant ſuc) to do: what 1s pleaſing to 
them, we may become more acceptable in their Eyes, 
and inyke their furcherFavour. According to which,God 
himſclf declares, he expects our thankfulneſs ſhould end 
in thus; if we expect his cndlefs Loye, Pſal. L. 23. Whoſo <* 
offereth Praiſe, glorifieth me : and to him that ordereth his. 
Converſation aright, will I ſhew the Salvation of God. 
 Whacſoever falls ſhort of Obedience, is. exther but a 
Complement, -or no more than-a good natur'd Fr. -. 
 Andas for Complements, the morefinely they are a-- 
dorn'd,and trimmed up with Songs of Praiſe, with Vows- 
and Proteſtations; the more Nauſcous and Fulfom they. |. 
are; ' becauſe a ſtudicd- piece of Flattery, which the D+- 
vine Majeſty abhors, DH cs CE 17 off 
And as God himſelf calls this Flattery of hin (PL 
LXXVIIL 36. they flattered him with their Mouths. &c:): 
So fits of good: nature, the morepaſſionate chey are, che 
more they are apt to flatterand abuſe our felves : by per-- 
ſwading us we have diſcharg'd the Duty of gratitude un- 
0 God. when we have only caſed ourſclycs of a Burden, 
which at. thatpreſenc lay upon:us. Eo 1 
And indeed all Paſſions thar come by firs,arcapt todo» 
us hurc ; eſpecially it they be very violent. It is.a conſtans | 
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motion, which is moſt profitable to us. Thus-Phyſxians 
obſerve, that the perſpiration which is made by a violent 
Motion of the Body orMind,is wont to weaken us: When 
that which is made. equally all the day and might long, 
gives usſtrengrhand vigor. So it is in the Exerciſes of De- 
votion: The vehemen tExprefſions men make of their 
Love andGratitude.m their Prayers andPraiſes only ; the 
Heat they putthemſelves into, and the Labour they take 
co raiſe upa Paſſion, is nothing ſo Beneficial, as a con- 
ſtant Quiet ſenie of God's Love warming the Heart, and 
inſcoſibly breathing forth it ſelf. inthe whole Tenor of 
a Man' sActions 1n a regular Life, TILES 
The former,it he take not care,may prove hurtful; for 
by ſpending himſelf coo. much in one thing, he is the lcfs 
able to pertorm thus Duty in other matters. His Aﬀectt- 
ons being all evaporated in thatgreat Commotion; he 
— ons, grows ſo'cold and feeble, that he can do no- 
thing but {1gh and groan that he is no better. - -— | 
. But-ic 5 time tofiniſheius part. of myDiſcourſe, which 
may-be briefly reduced to theſe Four Heads. -- .- '- 

To: the performance of .chis Duty of thankfalneſs, 
there is required, . .. 120 3 8L 265 

_ 3. &irf, an Act of the Mind, to obſerve and take a 
true ſurvey of all che Bleflings .which the. Divine Good= 
neſs doth ar any time confer upon. us. 

2. Secaudly, an AC of the Memory, to repreſent them 
again, as occaſion ſerves, and ſerthem before che Eyes of 
our mind. For that1s the Treaſury of thoſe Obſervations 
which we make.; the Scorc-houſe 10 which we lay. up the 

Notes of God's Mercies. 3. Thirdly, 


3-1 birdly, an Act of Reaſon and Confideration; who it is 
that givesus allcheſe good things, for what end ;by whar 
means, and in whatmeaſure, ha astotheir yaluc and 
theirnumber. Which when wehave well performed, we 
.ſhallbe prepared for the fourth and laſt; which is, © © 
...'4. An-Act of theWi/!; that muſt frame an Aﬀectio- 
| nate acknowledgement of God and: of his great Good- 
neſs; binding us faſt ro him, by Acts of Loveand joyful 
Devotion, by ſerious performance of our Vows, and 
hearty Reſolutions perpetually to obey him. 

I will not Rayto tell you what Title God hath to fuch: 
Thanksgivings Bur immediately paſs ro theSecoxd [genc- 
ra] thing 1 propounded. 5 


That the Wonderful Warks of God inthe World ul chat: | 
lenge from us. our moſt grateful Acknowledgements, . They 
ought, that is, to.be ſo diligently obſerved, {o-fahfufly 
pet ns fo carcfully laid to heart, and often Revol- 
ved; that we may be fo affected with -.4S- £0: 'gIve 
continual Praife co-God forchem 3 With: ugh Joy —_ 
'Gladnefs, and ſuch a ſincere Performance of our- Vows, 
as may tcſtific. che liycly.and. laſting Senſe we have of 
his Love, and engage us in his Service for ever 1+. 
_ :J will content 93y-Glt archis cime,, with that, Inſtance 
of Gad's TOs, untowhich this Palm it elf dizets 
our thoughts: In thoſe diſcriminating Aits of God's. Juſtice; 
whereby he makes a remarkable ; berween- one _ 
fort of _ and another ;-and-renders unto: tham ſeve- 
rally accarding to. their. Works. © | - 
| And thoſe Acts of God's Diſcninating Juſtice were a 
LW 4 "4 


twofold ; having Reſpect both to the puniſhment of the. 
wicked, and the Salvation of the Gaod. . 7, 8. God.rs the 
Judge ; he putetth down one, and ſetteth up another. For in 
the hand of the Lord there is:a Cup; and the Wine is Red. It . 
is full of mixture, and he poureth out of the ſame; bt the 
Dregs thereof, all the Wicked of the Earth ſhall wring them 
out, and drink them- The words, I think, refer to the 
Infolent and Haughty behaviour of Senacherib and: his 
Captains, who having got allthe Fortreſſcs of the King- 
dom into their hands,cxcept:Feruſalem, andreduced that 
alſo into great Straits ;: infulred over Hezekiah and his 
People ina moſt1mperious manner; tiff God the Righte- 
cus jadge took the matter into his Hand,and decided the 
Quarrel, by a moſt remarkableVengeance,whichhumb- 
led the one, and exaltedche other more than ever. For 
though God's own People hag, for a time, taſted ofthe 
Cup of aſtoniſhment, and feltthe ſmart of ſharp Aﬀith 
ons (which is the meaning of thoſe words, he pozreth out 
of the ſame z pon them, as well as others) yer che Dregs 
of this Cup, the'ſtupifying and intoxicating Ingredicars, 
' were reſerved for their Enemiies;who were maderoUritik 
them up to the very bottom ; until they reel'd, and ſtag- 
gered, andfe}}, and never roſe up any.more. Which 1s 
- expreſſed agar, in plainer words,v.1o. Al/the Hort that 
is the power, of the Wicked wilH rut off; and the Horiy'of the 
. Righteous ſhall be exalted.In ſuchAdts of theſe God _ 
 £O be admir'd-and acknowledged ; in his puniſhing the 

ood ſorhe rime,to makethem better ; and indeſtroying = 
the bad, who can by no means be petfwaded to become 
good. Fo IG 200.) 10-20 We 
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We of this Nation particularly have y great reaſon, 
to obſerve theſe things at this time, For after a 
Jong invaſion of all our juſt Rights and Liberties, 
the Popiſh Party had intruded themſelves ſo ſuccels- 
fully into all places of Truſt and Authority every 
where ; that they wanted but a. little of making 
themſelves Maſters of theſe Three Kingdoms,and were 
juſt upon the Point of confirming all their Uſurpa- 
tions, by 'the Formalities of a Legal Eſtabliſhmene; 
in ſuch a- Parliament, as they were about, by all 
manner of indire& means, to pack together. When, 
behold, the outftretched hand of "Heaven appeared 
againſtrhem, to confound the Babel which they had 
| been ſo mariy Years a Building, -On a ſuddain their 
tong ſtudied deſigns were daſht-in- Pieces, like mere 
Bubbles, and that in a Moment.” | | 

By which defeat the great Judge of thi World, 
hath made a Notorious diftin@tion between thoſe | 
who ſtood-firm to their Religion and Liberties'; and 
thoſe that-were about to betray them : ' And harh-de- 
' monſtrated. tousall; that nothing is ſafe biit what is 
juſt ; that they are no-better than Fools, who go 
abour to ſeparate Intereſt. from Honeſty ; ; and that 
there is no/ſuch way to thriveas to keep in his ways, 
chough they expoſe us to ſeeming diſadvantages, 
For -he hath taken the fubtil in:their own Craftineſs, 
andenſnared them inthe work of their own:Hands : 
Whereby he hath reſcued us from. becoming a Prey 
fo the Teeth of thoſe ambitious and ravenous "On, 
who'-thought to devour us. | 


. 4 
* 7 
£ or 
. & ay PIP 

4 / -- - "3%... 

FER 7g. * +. BS 

- * 8A 64d 

a : _ - : Fr PI "POPE He” ww KC 4 : 3 hs 
- "s A 


C48) Ih 
And therefore we ought to bleſs and praiſe him a 
bove all other People,in thele acts of his Providence 
and juſt Government of the World : which caa ne- 
ver be enough admired. . For when God doth ſuch 
things, he keeps, as I may call it, alittle day of Judg- 
ment : the great day of all, which we expect at the end 
of the World, being a day of general ſeparation and 
diſtiaction, of the bad fromthe good ; for which he 
Prepares 'us before hand, and warns us to it, by the 
petty Seſſions (as they may be called) which he holds 
in all Ages. Wherein he aſcends his Tribunal and fits 
in the Throne,(as the Pſalm} ſpeaks) judging right:begin- 
ning that dreadful day, by remarkable puniſhmencs 
upon notorious and numerous offenders ; and as re- 
markable preſervations.of, thole, who beiag oppreſ- 
ſed by them, were in danger to ſuffer an utter -xuin 
from their violence. «35 36 3k My 
By this he ſhews to all Men, that he will be par- 
taker-with none in their wickedneſs: But be they ne« 
yer ſo great, they ſhall be all confounded and' periſh: 
who do unjuſtly, though. for a time they may pro- 
{per and flouriſhm the World. | $00 
- 'Thus we have not only heard with our Ears, but: 
our Eyes have ſeen it: and this very. day bids. us. 
mark and obſerve, how: gloriouſly Gods Provi-- 
dence hath triumphed over the. bold injuſtice, 
and daring uſurpations and impieties of infolen: 
- . And itisa thing to. be carefully noted by us, for 
this reaſon among. other ; that it may be a Caution: 
to- 


( ny 

1 tous, never to' take any unlawful courſes ; but to 

di make as exaCt a difference between good and evil itr 
our pradtice, as God hath made in his Providence. 

VVe ought, in Prudence ag well as Conſcience to 
take warning by other Mens miſcarriages : and not 
be bold to incourage our ſelves in an evil matter, be- 
caule it is net preſently puniſhed. 

Optimum eſt aliena inſanis- frui,” as Pliny ſpeaks': tits a 
ſingular hapineſs to reap the benefit of other Mens 
Madneſs, and wild Extravagances. 

It's much better to be taught by other Mens mif-= 
haps, than by our own. | 

: VViſe men learn to evan by the diſgrace and 
1 ſhame, which they ſee others ſufter.- 
| As wholeſom Remedies are drawn from Poiſon, 
fo from the ruin of Men of evil Principles, honeſt 
Perſons may derive Precepts for their dire&tion.  * 

And the greater 'and the more Powerful they 
are who fall, and the ſtronger they ſeemed to 
ftand by evil Pradtices ; ; the more wonderful is the 
hand of God, and the more inftruQive when he 
throws them down. 

VVhart is more amazing (ſays an eminent Hiſto 
rian) then toſeea lofry Mountain, commanding os 
ver a goodly Plain, fink and ſwallowed up in a'Mo- 
ment? And yet it is not leſs ſtrange to behold-a Man of 
mighty Power, a great-Calluſſus, ſurrounded with nu- 
merous Supporters,overthrown in an-inſtant. This 
cannot bur breed ſome aſtoniſhment for the preſent ; 

though the —_ alas !'be yery much negledt 
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ed : Poſterity ſtill truſting to their own judgment, 
and adventuring to walk' the very ſame way ; 
but with another pace, and more cautiouſly, they 
fancy , then-thoſe that went before:them. 


One Ship alone, with happily returns from a long | 


and dangerous Navigation, . hath more power to in- 
courage bold underrtakers to attempt the like: Voy- 


age ; than the Shipwrack of a hundred Veſlels hath 


. to divert them from it. 


For ſuch is the vain conceit. we have of our ſelves, 
fo apt we are to be flattered with. our own Imagina- 


. tions that no Man believes ill ſucceſs is. ordained for 


him ; eſpecially if he proſper in his evil way at the 
firſt attempt. | : 

Burt this their way is their folly ;, and who fo is 
wile and hath the fear of God before his Eyes, will 
believe that no artifice, no power can. ſecure him, 
who hath God for his Enemy : as they all have who 
are ungodly, | Mm... ein 
| Remember the Counſel of the P/almiſt LXH. 10, 
11,12:Truſt not in Oppreſſun, become not. vain in Robbery, 
God hath ſpoken once,twice have T heard the ſam:,that Pow- 
er belongeth. unto God-; alſo nnto thee., 0 God belongeth 
Mercy ;, fer thou rendreſt to every Man according to his. work. 


That 1s, : Letno Man opprels others, let no Man co- 


zen and cheat, lye and diſtemble,nor promotehis end 


- by any violence : for many a- time hath God decla- 


red that he is the Governour of the. World, whoa. will 
ſee right maintained. His works have ſpoken. more 
than once, that Power, Dominion and Strength. be- 
| | longs 
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lofgs'to him, and that noevil doer is great enough 
to defend himſelf againft him -: unto whom al- 
lo belongs Mercy, which he will ſhew to all good 
Men ; for whom he hath the greateſt kindneſs, and 
therefore will bleſs them - and do them good :. Be- 
cauſe he renders to-every one according to bis work. - 

And fo | proceed to the Third General Obſervation, 

ITE. 

That the more wonderful the works of God are, the 
greater in all reaſon eught our thankfulneſs ts be. Which 
the P/almiſt denotes by the Repetition of his Grati-. 
tude,and doubling his words,unto thee 0 G3d,do we give 
thanks, unto thee do we give thanks : becauſe his Power 
was ſo ſtupendiouſly great, in defeating of Sena- 
therib, and all his Forces. The like you may read in 
the IX.P/al. 1,2. where there are Four teveral Declara- 
tions of his reſolutions to be thankful to God, for that 
marvelous act of his Providence 'in the overthrow of 


| Goliah, the Champion of the Philiſtins, who boldly 


defied Iſrael. I will praiſe thee,0 God, with my Whole heart ; 
1 will ſhew forth all thy marvellous works ; IT will be glad 
and rejoyce in thee : I will ſing praiſe to thy Name, 0 thou 
moſt High, In many other places, you may meer ſuch 
repeated acknowledgments ;. particularly in -the 
EXXIE. P/al, 18, 19, Where he not only himlelf 
bleſles the Lord, but wiſhes his Name may be bleſled 
for ever; and that by allMankind : which hearty'de- 
fire he confirms with a double Amen, Amen and Amen. 
Now in this very. Pſalm, there are Two remarka 

ble paſſages; whichiſerve to illuſtrate the wonderful. 
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neſs of thoſe works mentioned in my Text: and' 
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may be applied to that wonderous Work, for which 
we'give our thanks to God this day. 

Fiſt, In preſerving and raiſing up good Men, 
when they were in their loweſt depreſſion ? 

Verſe 3. Below my Text. 1 he Earth and all the "OY 
tants thereof are diſſolved : I bear up the Pillars of it. The 
whole Country, that is, was in a Flame, and fuch a 
terrible Combuſtion made, that it melted away ,and 
one part of it was ſeparated from the other. All the 
ſodering, whereby they were united together was 
diſſolved ; ſo that the whole Frame of the Govern- 
ment was in a manner breken, and likely to come 
to utter ruine. But now the Pillarsof the Earth (that 
is, Men of excellent Vertue and of Authority, who 
are the Props of their Church and Country) were 
born up by a Divine hand, which kept them from 
falling. So the Jews call their Wiſe men ; The Pd. 
lars of the World, and by the ſame Name St. Paul calls 
the chiefeſt of the Apoſtles ii. Gal. 9. Such eminent 
Perſons were ſupported in their conſtane&y, when they 
were aſlaulced bythe hand of Violence,and indanger 
to be ſhaken, nay ſubverted : And they by their pru- 
dent Advice,and pious Endeavours, by their Prayers 
and by their Tears,quenched thoſe flames ; ; and pre- 
vailed for a happy ſettlement again. 

Secondly, The Providence of God, was as marvel- 
lous on the other (ide ; in pulling down the Wicked, 
when they were at cheir greateſt height and exaltation, 
V. 4 5. T ſaid unto the Fools, deal net fooliſhly ; and' to the 
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wicked lift not up the horn. Life not up your horn on big, 
[peak not with a ſtiff Neck. Theſe words ſhew, that the 
lly of wicked Men made them pMigioully inſo- 
ent; -and ſo vain. as to imagine itewas impoſſible 
| they ſhould meet with a check ; much leſs fee their ® 
| Power . broken. -But inthe midſt of thele vaunts, 
they not ny recived a ſuddain rebuke, but had their 
born (that is their Power) cut off and utrerly diſabled 
from doing any further miſchief. | Whereby the 
Almighty ſhew'd them their ſenſleſs confidence ; and. 
- - taught thenr (if they could learn) to be no more (6 
4 - bold and arrogant, S ESLIECY *: 
| The very ſame remark, the Pſglmiſt makes in 


” 


b another place, upon one of theſg inſolent, haugh- 
+Y ty boaſters, viz. Cuſh the. Benjanute VII, Pal. 16, 17- 
A His miſchief ſhall return upou bis | own bead: and his 
= © Violent dealing | gu come down upon” bis own pate. 1 will 
praiſe the Lord according to-his righteouſneſs, -and.. will ſing, 
praiſe unto the Name of . the Lord aſt High 
You ſee the uſe which David's pious heart made of 
ſuch wonderful: deliverances. Which-ought: to 'be 
the more regarded, becauſe the Divine Wiſdom, 
on purpoſe, ſuffers, things to come to ſuch an ex- 
tremity (the wicked to be lifted'up ſo-high, and the 
good laid -ſo-lew) to make” us ſenſible, that it is a 
divine hand whereby weare delivered ;. and that 
he may get himſelf a greater Name .in the World ; 
and exCcite all our hearts to the higher gratitude. 
8 And if theſe things may be applied Jr this day 
| - to any. Nation in. the World, | 1 think, *they roy 
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ſafely, and in the very firſt place, be applied unts 
us. For our "a and the inhabitants thereof have 
been, in a manner, diſſolved. The very foundatior 
of our Governfnent-were about to be raſed. The 
* whole Fabrick did not only ſhake and totrer ; bur 
was uponthe point of being buried in its Rubbiſh, 
When, behold, the hand of God: ſupported it (by 
ſupporting the Spirits and aſſiſting the endeavours 
of many good and great Men, who laboured to 
preſerve it) and on a ſudden hath broken in pieces 
the Power that puſhr at it to overchrow it : and 
given us hope to ſec gt ſhine in its: Ancient Splendor 
and Glory. For the Cloud that covered us and 
filled us witty Melancholy Apprehenſions, is not on- 
ly ſcattered ; but diſpers'd- without a Stormy Wind 
and Tempeſt. Salvation is come to us, by the 
help of that Illuftrious Prince, whom God hath 
made the great Inſtrument of our deliverance; in a 
perfect Calm; without any conſiderable diftur- 
bance. Str 

We may take up the woras of the Pſalmiſt LXVI. 
IO, &c, Thou haſt proved us, O God ; thou haſt tried 
us, as Silver s tried. Thou broughttft us into the 
Net, thoudaideſt affliftion upon our Loins, Thou haſt 
cauſed Men to ride over our heads, &c. but haſt brought 
ws forth into a wealthy place, a State, that is, of Li- 
berty, Proſperity and Eaſe. And therefore every 
one of us ſhould reſolve, as it therefore follows, 7 
will go into thy houſe with burnt Offerings, 1 will pay thee 
my Vows: Which my- Lips have uttered, * and my gre 
RIF - ** ath 
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hath ub ſpoken when 1 was mm trouble. Come, and hear all 


J that fear God, and Reovill 'declare what* be hath dane 


Soul. ' 


this, we ſhould recount the wonders of Gods Pro- 
vidence : for which we ougltt to give him our 


higheſt thanks. 


Come therefore, and hearken, while I declare 


 whatthe Lord hath done for us, in a this Church and 


Kingdom. 

Firſt, he hath in a fignal manner, vindicated him- 
felf, trom the aſperſion, of favouring unjuſt and 
In which Men proſpered ſo 
long, that they lookt upon it as an incouragement 
to proceed : and preſumed God was on their fide ; 
whom they» intitled to every ill favoured Deſign 
and Practice of their own. 

Which now he hath fo notoriouſly diſcounte- 
nanced, that all the World may ſee he is not the Au- 
thor of Confuf z0n, but of Peace: And every.one of us 
may be. to avoid that which is Evil ; 
ſhouſA be invited by never ſuch fair Opportunities 
to greaten ourſelves, and to advance, as we may 
fancy, his Glory and the Intereſt of Religion, by 


unlawful means. 


Secondly, God hath allo mantenly þ juſtified the 2 


Truth of his Holy Goſpel here profeſſed ; and cons 


founded the vain Traditions of Men, which -arro- 
gantly a witch it, and being made equal to 
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And truly it is but faſt, chat upon fac a day as * 
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(26) 
We may truly ſay, the Bible Triumphs in this 
Deliverance; and hath goften a glorious Victory 
over human Inventions : Which are no leſs confyged 
by this Divine Providence, then they have been by 
dint of Argument. For the bold Aſſerters of them 
were no leſs confident of their Prevalency, than of 
their Truth. Both were preſumed, with equal aſſu- 
rance. Which may induce us to hope, there is no bets 
ter Foundation for the one, than we are ſure there is 
for the other : but that they both (their Principles 
I mean, and their Prevailing here) ſtand upon the + 
like totrering Terms. | 

Thirdly, God hath vindicated likewiſe our Religi- 
on from that Contempt and Scorn, which they caft 
upon it. The Northern Hereſy, as they reproachfully 
called ir, hat]! got the betcer of their *Catholique Re- 
ligion. The Suporters of - which lately lifted up their 
horn ſo high, and puſht at our Church fo furiouſly ; 
a$ if they not only. intended, but were aflured,. it 
ſhould not ſtand much longer. Bur the Righteous 

Lord hath made them fall, by their own vidlence; 
and hath put this New Song into our Mouths [which 
is as Proper now, as in the days of Old.) They are 
brought gown and fallen ; but we are riſen and ſtand up- 
right. XX, Pal. $. | 

 Fourthly, whereby God gives us the faireſt Op- 
portunity, that- ever was put into. our hands, of 
healing all the Diviſions and Breaches that are a- 
 mong good Men: if they have any heart to'make ufe 


thereof, And we ought to rejoyce and give a 


borF 1: 
if it be but forthe hope that we may become One : 
and no longer look upon each other as Enemies, 
buy, as Friends and Brethren 3 who ought to come. 
to Terms of Agreement. - | 
Fifthly, He hath hereby alſo preſerved the beſt 
Laws in the Wotld : which contain the V Viſdom 
of many Generations. 
 Sixthly, And conſequently hath put us into a way 
of ſetling the Engliſh Liberties : which were ſcaled 
by the Blood of many of our famous Anceſtors, 
but in eminent danger, by one bold ſtroke, to be 
rayiſhed from us, f1i-+ 
Seventhly, He hath revived likewiſe, by this means, 
the hope of all Proteſtancs in the VVoxſd ; whoſe. 
Eyes are upon us. as the moſt potent. People of that 
Religion, in- whole proſperity they rejoyce as in 
their own. | | 
Fightly, And why may I not add, that this Pro- 
vidence gives us hope to ſee ſome deeds of darkneſs 
brought to light : V Vhereby the innocence of ſuch 
worthies will be vindicated, as have been unjuſtly 
defarned? - | 
Ninthly, All-which God hath done for, us, on ſuch 
a ſuddain; thathe would have been counted a'Fool, 
who ſhould have ſpoken of ſuch a Revolution, a 
quarter of a Year ago. | 6; t 
'Tenthly, And itis brought to paſs with the loſs of 
very little Blood ; which 1 hope will not make this 


. deliverance leſs, but more, valuable, becauſe we come 


by it ſo callly. | 
E 2 _ 


; (28) Ty 

Eleventhly, Nay, more than this , God hath made 
our Enemies themſelves the firſt, and not the mean». 
eſt, Inſtruments of their own Deſtruction. All that- 
they contrived againſt us, turned moſt manifeſtly up-. 
on their own Heads. Every. ſtep they took carried 
them backward ; and ſet them further.-off from -the.- 
end at which they aimed. 

Twelfthly, and laſtly, we may hope that God hath 
youchſafed theſe Bleſſings to us, as a return of. ma- 
ny earneſt Prayers, which have been made by-good 
People among us. | 

And therefore in all theſe regards, we ought to- 
make the greater returns of Praiſe and thankful Obe- 
dience unto God. Who, it we prove - ungrateful to- 
him, can turn all-our Joy into ſudden Mourning,our 
finging into ſighing ; and inſtead of the garments of 
joy and gladnels,clothe us with Sack-cloth andAſhes :- 
becauſe of: our unworthy behaviour towards ſo gra- 
cious and great a Benefator. | | 
| Let our Thankfulneſs therefore be great, in ſome- 
Proportion to his wondrous Works. | 

1. Firſt, in the Intenſeneſs, as I may call it; and ear- 
neſtnefs of+ our Minds, to praiſe him with our whole 
 beart (as thePlalmiſt ſpeaks cxi.Pl.1,2.) and to call up 
all that is within us to bleſs his Holy-Name, ciii.1. where 
the reaſon he gives for it (v.6:) is very pertinent-to 
our-purpoſe ; the Lord executeth Righteouſneſs and Fudg- 
ment for-all that « are oppreſſed. 

2. And'Secondly, in the extenſion of it, The-grea-. 

ter our deliverance is, the more the hand of God hath 
A OI Or” appeared 


(29) FIN 
appeared therein, ſo much the more time ſhould-we 
fpend in thinking of it, and labouring to affect our 
hearts with it : that ſo we may praiſe his Name for e- 
1 ver ; ſaying with the Pſalmiſt,cxlv; Pſc1,2. Twill ex- 
j toll thee, my God, O King, I will bleſs thy Name for ever 
and ever. Every day will I bleſs thee, and I will praiſe thy 
Name for ever and ever, | 
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praiſed ; elpeci- 
ally in ſuch V Vorks as thefe, which we cannot ſuffici- 
ently praiſe: and therefore ſhould defice and endea- 
vour , that Poſterity may praiſe him for-them, as it 
there follows, v.4. One generation ſhall praiſe thy Works 
- to another, and ſhall declare thy mighty Afts,&c; 
| But we are moſt of all concerned to expreſs our 
F unfeigned Thankfulneſs,by a more (olicirous care to 
E 4 pleaſe God, in an exact + Obedience. V Vithout 
which our Religious Services are- but Hypocrily : 
and may prove a dangerous deceit, making us cry 
peace, peace, when there is no peace ; for there is no 
peace, ſaith my God, to the wicked. 
Eſpecially if we ſhould continue to do wicked- 
ly, after ſuch obligations to reform ; which will 
4 highly increaſe our guilt. According to that of 
| Ezra when the People were joyning themſelves 
[ with the Heathen, after their deliverance from Bas 
| bylon 4x. t4, ty, _ 
 . Seeing that thou, our God baſt puniſhed us leſs than our mi 
quities deſerved, and given us ſuch a deliverance as this : 


! ſhould we again break thy Commandments 2 Wouldſt thou not 
| be angry with us till thow hadſt conſumed us; ſo that there 
roul2 be no remnant ner [coping * -- Wee 


*% US. 
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We have the greateſt Reaſon in the VVorld. to 
dread this : and therfore let us fear the Lord and ſerve 


him, and obey bis Voice, and not rebel againſt the Command- 
ment of the Lord, and then ſhall we continue to follow the 
Lord (1Sam. xii.14.) that is, be an happy Kingdom ; 
ſetled in the ſecur'd poſleſſion of ourReligion, Laws 
and Liberties : and not fear what Man can do unto 
Us. | | 
For God ſhows, by what he hath done already, 
that he hath a mind to do more. He will not leave 
his .own work imperfect ; bur finiſh it in the firm 
eſtabliſhment of what we injoy ; and'in the Additi- 
on of other bleſſings, which may make theſe 
Churches and Kingdoms 4 praiſe in the Earth. For 
that his Name is near, his wondrous V Vorks declare. 
IV. 

This is a point I would gladly have purſued if 
there had been room for it: but the time will not ſufe 
fer me to do- much more than explain this phraſe, 
Thy Name is near. 6 

The Name of God is itt holy Language, God bim- 
felf ; who is therefore ſaid to be near, when any won« 
drous Work is done; becauſe it-could not have been 
done without nim. A x L600 

1. That's certainly imported: in this Form of 
Speech,thy Name is near,8&c.TheWorks are ſo ſtrange, 
that they plainly ſpeak thou hadſt a hand in them ; 
elſe they could not have been wrought. The diſap- 
pointment of the crafty ſpeaks God's Wiſdom : the 
throwing down the mighty from'their Sears declare 


UMI 


(31) 
his Power : the great benefits he beftows on his Peo-. 
ple ſhows his Goodneſs ; his Puniſhments on the wick- 


ed proclaim his Juſtice : the unexpeed Evidence of 


all theſe, manifeſts his Soveraign and uncontroulable 
Dominion : the blowing away all the contrivances of 
many Years in a Moment, tells us there is a vigilant 
Previdence, which ſends deliverance in the opportu- 
neſt Seaſons : the very changes and mutations that 
are made in the World, are an argument of his immu- 
table and unchangeable Nature, which carries on one 
confant defign, of correcting Vice and incouraging 
Vertue. For he makes no Changes merely for the 
Love of particular Men ; but for the Love of Reli- 

gion and Piety : which he reſolves to promote by 
other hands, when it 1s negle&ed by thoſe who have 
Power todo it. 


2. Bur this may alſo be further ſuggeſted by this 


| form of Speech ; that we ought.to look upon every 


wonderful Work of God, as a token of ſome: other 

lefling he intends us, beſides the preſent he beſtows 
upon us. Its apparent, he approaches, and is deſirous 
to joyn himlelf unto us,and (as the Scripture ſpeaks) 
to be Our God, elſe he would not have done ſuch 
ſtrange things for us, This was the way in which 
Manoab's V Vife reaſon'd ; If the Lord were pleaſed to 
kill us, he would not have received an offering at our hands; 
neither would be have ſhewed us all theſe things ;, nar would, _ 
as at this time, have told us ſuch things as theſe. 

And may we venture to argue with our ſelves after 
the ſame maiiner, when he doth any thing extraordi- 


| i&  & 
nary-for us:if be had a mind to deſtroy us;nay did he not bear 
a favour to us, be would not have taken. ſuch a ſeafonable 
care of us ; and wrought ſuch -an unexpetied deliverance, 
as this for us. 
Which is a'Meditation that'renders the Goodneſs 
of God, moſt admirable in our Eyes ; when we con- 
ſider he is not content to beſtow a ſingle benefit up- 
onus. There are: none of his bleſlings that come 
alone; but are accompanied with a numerous train 
of good things, which follow and attend every one 
of them; if we will heartily receive the preſent Fa- 
your thathe doth us. We find this true in his Spiritual 
Blefſings. He not onlyprevents us withthe Bleffings of 
his Goodneſs,and is found of them that ſeek him not: 
but when we do ſer our ſelves,ſcriouſly and diligent- 
ly,to ſeek after him, henot only graciouſly meets us 
(as the Father is ſaid to do to the Prodigal Son) but is 
deſirous-to dwell with us,and totake up his abodein 
-us. He would not give lo little as a Pardon to a retur- 
ning Sinner ; bur his Holy Spirit ; the joys and com- 
forts of an holy Life 3 an aflurance of eternal Bliſs. 
All his Laws likewiſe whereby he governs us, .not 
only gives inward Peace and Satisfaction to our 
minds, when we are ruled by them; bur the hap- 
pineſs of our Bodies, and of our ' Families, and 
of whole Kingdoms and Churches, inſeperably 
twifted, with the faithful obſervance of them, For 
by theſe we come to be united in the moſt ſweet 
and pleaſing,. Relations of Familiars and Friends. 
' Nay,his whole Religion, it we would receive it, ſe- -Y 
FAM Y | 7 Cures 
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eures the rareſt Friendſhip among Men that is imaginable. 

It Sows the Seeds'of Love and Kindneſs, of Peaceableneſs 

and Chriftian Communion, of mercifulneſs and good 
works,in their higheſt Perfeftion: which mult needs ſpring 
up into ſuch a Familiarity, as the Heathens themſelves, 
accounted the greateſt Bleſſing in the World. © _ 

There is nothing more demonſtrable than this, and it is- 
no leſs plain, that as all his Spiritual Bleſſings draw Temporal 
along with them : fo likewiſe the outward Bleſſings he 
beſtows, are intended as pledges, not only. of more Mer- 
cies of the {ame kind ; but likewiſe of diviner and nobler- 
favours to our Souls, Re. | 

There is no deliverance he gives us from temporal Cala- 
mities,but he deſigns ſhould draw us nearer to him, who is 
the Fountain of all Good. He would give us himlelf together 
with it; he would fill us with his lovezand increaſe our con- 
fidence in his goodneſs;& make us more fruitful in all good 
Works;and-dilpoleus to ſuch a ſenle of himand of our duty, 
that we may be every way. happy, together with all thoſe 
who enjoy the ſame Bleſſing in common with us.. | 

This is the Uſe we ought to make of all the marvellous. 
Works of God, which have been done among us ; far ſur- 
pafling all our expectations. They declare that God is near 
vs. He comes to ſee what entertainment we will give him. 
He opens the door, to ſee how: we are diſpoſed to receive 
him. But let us not preſume, he is only near; we may pur 
him away, and his Mercy from us. V Ve may ſhut the- 
door againft thoſe divine Bleffings, thoſe heavenly Graces, . 
which he would introduce into our Hearts. | | 

3- Onthelc let us fer our affeRions;and:fince Gods preſence + 


—— 6 . _ 
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with a People is the greateſt mitter of praiſe,as thele words inti-» 
mate (for he gives thanks for Gods wondrous works; upon 

this account;becauſethey declar'd him to'be with them)ler 
this bethe principal cauſe of our;joy this day: becauſe we 
bope true Religion will be more than ever promoted ; un- 
feigned go1linels countenanced; prophanenels and debau-: 
chery every where curbed; regular and orderly piety in- 

 couraged,; all our unnatural heats quenched,and our rigors 
abated ; brotherly love and kindneſs, peace and concord 

firwly eſtabliſhed. 

For if: we rejoyce merely, becauſe we hope peace and 
quietneſs will be ſecured ; plenty and abundance flow in 
upon us; trade and commerce quickned ; riches increaſe 
and grow'to a greater height ; and the ſtrength and power 
of the Nation much exalted ; we-may juſtly fear we ſhall 
Have none of theſe long to- rejoyce in: but God will find 
ſome way,as unexpected as our deliverance, to puniſh us 
#or our ingratitude to him. 

' Did not Jeruſalem preſume it was for ever ſecured, after 
Fach a miraculous preſervation as that in the days of Heze- 
Kiah,for-which the P/almiſt,it is probable,in my Text, gives 
the higheſt chanks-to God ? And yet this very Ciry,in | pro- 
ceſs of time, was burnt with Fire (not to mention the pre- 
<eding calamities, before this came) the Temple geſtroy- 
':d, and the People carryed Captive into a ſtrange Land. 

"And after God had inſpired tbe heart of ' Cyrus to ſend 

them back totheir-own Country, and given them ſuch fa- 
our in the Gight of the Heathen, that they builr their City, 
and their Temple again;and grew'a very great Nation: its 
ory likely that: ſleepy and. careleſs. minds might- dream, 
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oy ſhould henorforch be lthem. "And yer OY % 
again miſerably harazzed and afflicted by Annochug, Ser my 
Tape againſt them, - thar differed'litrle from madneſs. | ' *: is 
"The veryſame Confuſions hath tmplety made inthe” * 
Chriſtian World,and that by the hands of conteraptible In+: 
E. ftraments. Thoſe that they diſpiſed, and thought themſelves: «| 
able to reſiſt (though they had been far ſtronger than they: E 
} were)got the the Maſtry of them; when the Sins of Chriſti=-"; 
ans had taken their Defence and Protetion from them. © © © 
. Many Examples of which have been obſerved by divers: 
| Authors out of Salvian. What was it, ſaith he,that abandon'd-.. 
' Spain tothe Vandals ? Were they the fttorigeſt of all the bar< 
barous Nations? No fuch matter; but God would: ſhow # 
theſe two Things. Firſt, how much be hated the luſts of the fleſh < 
for hedelivered the impure, filthy Spaniards, i into thi ghands | 
of a chaſt People : And then he put then AF the-fWP of the 
weakeſt Enemies: that he might ſhow: it:is' not ftrengeh. Jia! ola 
 Prevails,but ſomething elſe:they being over-run,notby he, 
force of their ſluggiſh Enemies, burby the Power of theie | 
own Vices- 
And how came_ France alfo to be' vatquillie Whyat that; 
time it was but one great gulpb of riot, one Brothel- "Dove of i. 
_ thineſs and uncleanneſs, 
And when ſome objected and ſaid, theſe Gotbes and w_ 
| dalsare all Arian Hereticks: ſure God will give us the bettes,. 
who are good Chriſtian Catholiques : Alas ! replies that goodil 
| Father, what a folly is it to rely on this fancy ? _— Fr 
you | calk of Fives her ur a when alcnaited =j Re Sy 
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t -Once more,how came theſe People to take the confidence 
> tainvade 4frick?- had they an. infinice number of: Legions, 


| told; by good Authors, chat they were very ſmall 
odrewich they. wafted themſelves over to. thole ſhores. 
/ But.-it-wasan hand from above (ſaith Salvian) which cage. 
| ryed: them thicher, to:puniſh the horrid Vices of. thoſe 
Couritries : the whole Territory of AfrickFeing,aothing 
© lefs;than bne buge Flouſe, wherein a vices met dnd dwelt together. 
It is'a madneſs then (unleſs we could ſhew ſome -privi- 
fhrw. & protettion we have, to ſecure-us'from thoſe punitte 
| ments. which have cone npon others) to ple gur {el vey 
| int0 Wevicesanat Icceligion, that. Filthi nels, that. Dt» 
VA which hath undone fo many. 


| Miſcreants as are not {atis _-_ to have undone aKingdom 
+ once or twice ; butin defiance of all that they have ſeen. 


J Treſpatles/vo undo.it, over again. 


md firtk e our Hearts, that e-may'conſifer. theing 
t 118 6s” f_e nfe of bitefelf ly. 
065 Provide = hat may fro bes Bilcind Wy vaſe 
nr Gon, ia o neon Amen 
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F that weare the Eaichfu Rus rh the Hereticks?Whett' ie bye: - 
c. an 7A the wickedeſt Hereſy.cait make us;8& we oarlelves: 
could be a6-worke, if our Opiaions vere as bad as theirs 


| wheithy chey might hope to prevail * No, we.are exprely: 
forces,: 


- :. They are the more deadly in us, after ach adiveranee _ :; 
%  Sis:? They wilt cryto:Heaven for vengeance: on :fach © - 


| ; wit beif'e 'E&Yes,. as well as of what they: have heard from. 
| eport of antient Times, will proceed: on n filt: intheic. - 


Pay cone Mercies inlighten our Eyes get We-may Fo hf ws i 


